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TOP PRESTEERDERS

Martie du Plessis School: A story of perseverance and hope

Sazly Moses
SAIETahareng (0 13

The 2025 matric results at Martie du
Plessis School reflect an incredible
achievement, with an impressive 98% pass
rate, iIncluding 65% Bachelor's passes and
25% Diploma passes

This success is particularly meaningful
given that most learners at Martie du
Plessis face significant challenges due
10 their diagnoses of specific learming
disabibes

Many of these leamers also have
secondary diagnoses that make teaching
and learning even more difficult. Yet
despite these obstacies, their performance

MONATISA

shows that there is always hope for
learners who find school challenging

Principal Francois van Heerden
expresses pride in the school's
achievement, highlighting the unwavering
determination of both learmners and staff
"We celebrate leamers who just managed
10 pass as much as we celebrate the 10p
achievers. This is because we understand
how difficult it can be for learners to
overcome the major barriers they face in
teaching and leaming.”

He adds that three of their learmners
were invited o the Free State Well Done
Function as 10p achievers with special
educational needs, which is a significant
honour

IZALDA KRIEL

The road 1o success was not easy for
many of the learners, with some batting
severe anxiety, undergoing cancer
treatment, or managing physical challenges
such as syndromes, epdepsy, ADHD
dyslexia, and autism spectrum disorder
But the school's dedicated stafl, including
teachers and therapists, provided immense
support through extra classes, open
communication, and targeted small-group
sessions 1o help these leamers succeed

In reflecting on the success, Van Heerden
shared that the lessons learned are clear
“Dreams can indeed come true if you work
hard.” He says he feels privileged to be part
of the process of rebuliding dreams and
offering hope 10 learners and their families.

Francols van Heerden and top matric acl
Hioni Monatisa

SCHEEPERS

MATHEMATICAL LITERACY 88%,
TOURISM 85%,
LIFE SCIENCE 71%,
LIFE ORIENTATION 70%,
AVERAGE 72.4%

WISKUNDIGE GEL. 81%,
RTT 76%,
TOERISME 73%,
LEWENSORIENTERING 67 %,
GEMIDDELD:70.2%

WISKUNDIGE GEL. 83%,
VISUELE KUNS 81%
GEMIDDELD: 87.4%
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Three of our learners were invited to attend the Well Done Function hosted by the Free State
Department of Education.

Hloni Monatisa, Izalda Kriel, and Belinda Scheepers were recognised as being among the top five
achievers of learners with special educational needs in the Free State.

Well-done function 2026

We are especially proud to acknowledge Hloni Monatisa, who achieved the highest performance in
the National Senior Certificate examination among all learners with special educational needs in the
Free State.

Well done!
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CRAZY SOCKS DAY THEME OF THE YEAR
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